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Family & Faith
The Ever-Renewing

Experience of the Holy Triduum

By Charles T. Ramirez

“To actually touch the huge wooden
cross brings the passion of Christ to life,”
says Rita Schuenemann, “it’s just so
powerful.”
Do you remember your first Easter experience? How has
your life changed since then? Whether you remember the
Good Fridays and Easter Sundays from your early childhood
or you experienced Easter on your journey to baptism as an
adult, Easter touches each person in unique ways that abound
with meaningful memories.
As we grow in our Christian journey, life transforms our
experiences of Easter, enriching them with deeper significance
each year. Let me introduce you to a parishioner who embraces the ever-renewing experience of the sacred days leading to
Easter Sunday.

As a catechist teacher in the elementary faith formation program, parishioner Rita Schuenemann enjoys passing on to children the meaning of Lent and the transition into Easter.
“I like teaching the children about the Lenten season,” says
Rita, “I like seeing the anticipation for Easter through their
eyes.”
Rita, her husband Mark, and their children Kate and Luke
love to attend Triduum liturgies at St. Francis of Assisi. Rita
recalls, however, that her Triduum experience has richly transformed over the years and continues to do so today.

A Journey Together

When Rita met Mark, he was not Catholic but would accompany her to Mass at St. Francis and witnessed the closeness
of the community. He befriended a few men in the parish and
decided to attend a Men’s ACTS Retreat. Rita recalls the special bond she felt with her soon-to-be fiancé during this sacred
time.
Continued on page 3
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Life,
Death,
&

Resurrection
The Baptismal Heart of the Easter Season
By Rev. Larry Christian, Pastor

WE ARE ABOUT TO celebrate
Holy Week and Easter with great dignity
and joy! At St. Francis of Assisi, we have
spent the Lenten Season reflecting on the
meaning of our baptisms. We have been
walking with those who are preparing to
be baptized on Holy Saturday night after sunset, at the Easter Vigil, as well as
those already baptized who are entering
into communion with our Catholic faith
by professing our creed and receiving the
sacrament of confirmation.
As I think about these wonderful
people who are coming into the Catholic Church, and specifically into our St.
Francis Parish Community, I reflect on
the words of St. Paul in his Letter to the
Romans. St. Paul, writing as a missionary pastor, asks this young community of
new Christians a question: “Do you not
know that when you were baptized into
Christ you were baptized into his death,
so that you might share in his resurrection?” St. Paul did not ask this as an exercise in abstract theology! He wanted this
young, new community of Christians
in Rome to contemplate the meaning
of their baptisms! He wanted them to
think about what that baptism meant in
practice. And, as a pastor, I want our new
Catholics (and our “old” ones, as well)
to think about what this gift of baptism
means in life-practice.
The death and resurrection of Christ
is often referred to as “the Paschal Mystery.” If you will, we are the People of the
Mystery of Christ. But, the very word
“mystery” is a problem. In common English usage, we think of a mystery as a
problem to be solved — something a detective would be involved in. But here,

the word “mystery” derives from the
Greek word, mysterion, meaning something magnificent, awesome, something
that is so grand it takes your breath away!
In this sense, a mystery is something
like the first expression of love, or the
first pristine spring day after a cold and
dark winter. It is something experienced,
much more than being something understood. Words are too small to capture
its essence.
So, what does it mean, practically, to
enter into the mysterion of Christ’s death
and resurrection through the waters of
baptism? It means to accept the sacrifices
in our lives for the good of others and
the salvation of the world as something
good and worthwhile. It means to be imbued with hope — even in the face of
great tragedies — because we know that
we shall share in Christ’s ultimate victory. It means that Christ’s cause is our
cause in life. It means that we recognize
that we are a part of the living Body of
Christ that is our Church. We are a part
of a people, the People of God, and we
have a mission to bring God’s grace to
our world, and to walk with each other
in the joys and sorrows of life.
In the Easter Season, we prepare for
the great Solemnity of Pentecost, when
we celebrate the bestowal of the gift
of the Holy Spirit into the lives of the
Apostles, and on through history into
us. The Holy Spirit empowers us to live
Christ’s Paschal Mystery in our lives. As
we celebrate Christ’s life, death, and resurrection in Holy Week and Easter, let
us begin to pray, even now, for a deeper
understanding of the gifts of God’s Holy
Spirit in our lives. ■

Continued from Cover

“My journey with him was very surreal,” says Rita. “He came back from the
ACTS retreat and felt called to baptism.
We journeyed together in the RCIA process for over a year and it was so wonderful to be with him. It really helped me
learn more about my faith and it brought
us closer together.”
Mark entered the waters of baptism at
the Easter Vigil in 2004. Rita says that
she will never forget the moment Mark
emerged from the water and the community welcomed him with a roar of applause, bright smiles, and camera flashes.

are still too young to appreciate the solemnity of the Easter Vigil, they most enjoy the Living Stations of the Cross perIt’s Different Every Year
formed by our parish teens in the grass
Now married with two beautiful chil- courtyard on Good Friday.
dren, Rita and Mark will always hold
“We can throw a towel on the grass
the Easter Vigil as
and really enjoy it,”
an unforgettable
says Rita. “They
moment in their
“And every year it’s different get engaged with
relationship, one
the story coming
because we are different,
they are blessed to
to life in the perwe are in a different place
witness again each
formance, seeing
year.
in our lives...”
it all unfold before
“And every year
them and the muit’s different,” says
sic from our choir
Rita, “because we are different, we are really adds to this experience.”
in a different place in our lives, and the
experience offers something completely Renewed in Faith
new.”
Rita says that she and Mark love their
Rita says that though Kate and Luke Catholic faith because it abounds sym-

bolic language that speak profoundly to
them in multiple ways, especially in Triduum liturgies like the Veneration of the
Cross on Good Friday.
“To actually touch the huge wooden
cross,” says Rita Schuenemann, “brings
the passion of Christ to life. It’s just so
powerful.”
They teach Kate and Luke the meaning behind these rituals to pass on a
deeper understanding of the faith.
“Our faith is so rich in rituals and
symbols that have meaning,” Rita says,
“and whatever speaks to you can take
you back to your childhood or bring up
certain memories that renew the entire
experience of faith.” ■

Cover Photo: A father and his daughter reverence the cross at the Veneration of the Cross Liturgy on Good Friday.
Top: Sponsors extend their hands to bless the water that will be used for baptism as they stand behind those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil.
Below: Parish teens perform the Living Stations of the Cross in the courtyard on Good Friday. Photos by Charles T. Ramirez.

What exactly is
The Holy Triduum?
The Holy Triduum stands as the

three most sacred days in Christianity, the summit of the liturgical
year. Holy Thursday commemorates
Christ’s institution of the Eucharist
at the Last Supper. Good Friday
honors Christ’s sacrificial death on
the cross for the forgiveness of sins.
Holy Saturday celebrates the night
when Christ resurrected from the
dead, a celebration that continues
into Easter Sunday and the entire
Easter Season.
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“It’s not the Holy Triduum that’s going to change your life,”
says Wayne Stapper, “it’s what you get out of it that moves
you forward to change you next week, next month, next year.”
Wayne converted to Catholicism in 1997, receiving Baptism,
First Eucharist, and Confirmation at the parish Easter Vigil.
“I was received into the Church at the Easter Vigil
19 years ago,” says Wayne, “and I haven’t missed one
Triduum since then.”
He currently serves the parish in numerous ways,
including as a member of the Men’s Club, an ACTS
team member, and a former coordinator of our Lector Ministry, among others. Wayne’s conversion offers an insightful perspective on the journey RCIA
candidates travel and the important role the community plays.

The Community

Before his journey to baptism began, Wayne vividly remembers his first experience of the parish.
“I went to St. Francis with my wife before I became Catholic,” says Wayne, “and the community
experience really awakened me. I felt like I wanted to
become a part of that, and now years later, the community has become such a part of my life.”
After Wayne decided to enter the RCIA process,
he remembers the parish’s overwhelming expression
of love and support.
“During my RCIA process, so many people sent
me so much love and showed so much concern,” says
Wayne, “they sent me notes, called me, encouraged
me. I’ll never forget that.”

A Unique Perspective

Having received baptism as an adult, Wayne says,
helps him appreciate the richness of the Catholic tradition in a unique way.
“When you go through RCIA, you really have to
earn your Catholicism,” says Wayne, “it’s not just given to you at birth. I think many cradle-Catholics may
not go to the Easter Vigil because they haven’t experienced it before and they don’t know what it’s about.”
Wayne says he feels strongly connected with
those men and women who will be received into the
Church at this year’s Easter Vigil.
“I love seeing the new people who are getting bap-
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tized, receiving communion, and getting confirmed,”
says Wayne, “I feel a connection to those folks because the experience was so life-changing for me.”

An Annual Checkpoint

Wayne says that the Triduum serves as an annual checkpoint for him to reflect on and assess the
change he has made in his life since the previous year.
“The Triduum is a building process,” says Wayne.
“For me, it’s the start of a process, a starting over every year.
At Lent,
we are
called to
see how
we can
change
and the
Triduum gets
you prepared for
that.”
Wayne also says
that the three days of
the Triduum reflect the
RCIA process.
“You go through death,
resurrection, and new life in
that
three-day
period,”
says
Wayne. “That’s
what those three
days are and the
RCIA process is
the same: death,
resurrection, and
new life. It’s all
tied together.” ■

It’s All Tied Together

Co nv e r s i o n , Co m m u n i t y, & t h e Tr i d u u m
By Charles T. Ramirez

Photo: The Elect (those to be baptized) observe the fire and light ritual
where Fr. Larry draws from the blessed new fire to light the Easter Candle,
representing Christ, our Light. Photo by Charles T. Ramirez
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A Parent’s Perspective
Teaching Children About the Easter Vigil

By Charles T. Ramirez

“THIS YEAR WILL BE my family’s first
experience of the Easter Vigil at the parish,”
says John Rodriguez. “It’s something that
I’ve always wanted to do, but I had always
felt that my youngest kids were still too little to sit through it all. But, now, I know it’s
the right time.”
John, his wife Connie, and their five
beautiful children are excited to witness
the baptism of the newest members of their
community at the Easter Vigil. John’s two
oldest children, in high school confirmation
classes at the parish, have a more mature
understanding of the Easter Vigil.
John says that he prepares his three
younger children for this liturgy by comparing it to the sacraments they have already
received.
“I tell my kids that, although they were
blessed to enter the Church [in baptism] as
infants,” John says, “we will witness those
who have made the conscious decision to
enter our Church as adults and have completed a thorough process of education,
learning about our faith first.”
John further helps his children connect
to this annual celebration by recalling their
faith formation classes in preparation to receive first Holy Communion.
“I relate it to their first communion and
how they prepared for that, reminding them
how special that day was for them,” John
explains. “This is a huge moment for the
RCIA candidates, one that is very exciting.”
John believes that the Easter Vigil is not
something to be taken lightly. The meaning,
planning, and work put into that solemn
night stands sacred.
“People who have been to the Vigil at
St. Francis before have told me that this is
something like they’ve never seen before,”
John says. “It’s the intentional and methodical ceremony to initiate and welcome our
brothers and sisters into the faith, and it’s
not to be taken lightly. My family and I are
really excited for it.” ■
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Do You Know This Disciple?
You probably have seen John around. Parishioner John Rodriguez contributes his time and talent to St. Francis in a number of ways, including
proclaiming the scripture as a lector and altar serving at Mass with his
children. He is a spiritual companion for ACTS Retreats, past president
of our Pastoral Council, leads the parish’s annual Archbishop’s Appeal for
the Archdiocese, and is always willing to help in any way he can.

Above: Deacon Mike Portele baptizes a young adult at the Easter Vigil in 2014.
Bottom left: John Rodriguez and one of his sons prepare to begin Mass as altar servers.
Bottom right: John speaks to the congregation about the annual Archbishop’s Appeal.
Photos by Charles T. Ramirez.

Simple, Loving Service
H o l y T h u r s d a y M a s s Te a c h e s C h i l d r e n To S e r v e
By Charles T. Ramirez

The Holy Thursday Mass of the Last
Supper celebrates Christ’s institution
of the Eucharist on the night before
he died. At that table, Jesus washed his
apostles’ feet to exemplify the role of service in their mission to evangelize.
During Holy Thursday Mass, families
are invited to wash the feet of other families in the community, a distinctive parish tradition. Ministers with basins and
towels surround the altar, ready to help
parishioners familiar with the ceremony
and new families experiencing it for the
first time.
Many families like English Miller and
her husband Scott attend each year, saying they love to bring their children.
“I love that my children can see where
our Holy Eucharist comes from and its
importance in our faith,” English says.
She states that the parish offers a
unique opportunity for the community.
“St. Francis has such a beautiful pre-

Above: A young girl washes the feet
of her brother at the Mass of the
Last Supper. Below: Children of the
parish wash each other’s feet.
Photos by Charles T. Ramirez.

sentation of the Mass of the Last Supper,” says English, “and it provides such
a wonderful example to see our own parishioners serving each other.”
The Holy Thursday liturgy recreates
that special night of the Last Supper
for families, an environment that English says helps her to focus her mind on
Christ’s passion for the rest of the Triduum.
“It makes me feel as if we are actually
celebrating the Last Supper,” says English, “and it sets the tone to really meditate together as a community on all that
Christ did for us. It gives my children a
better understanding of that.”
In addition to the Miller Family, John
Rodriguez and his wife Connie also take
their children to Holy Thursday Mass
every year.
“I love that we all get to participate,”
says John. “At other churches, they have
preselected people for the washing of

the feet and
it’s more of a
reenactment
of Jesus washing
his apostles’ feet.
But at St. Francis, we
all get to experience being the receiver
and the giver of service.”
John says that his children have enjoyed washing their friends’ feet in the
past. He and Connie also see the benefit
of washing the feet of fellow parishioners, especially those who have played a
vital role in their spiritual journey.
“It gives us the opportunity to honor
somebody else, someone whom you admire, have respect for, or see as a mentor.” says John, “It lets you show your
gratitude for your relationship with that
person, to be a servant to them in a special way.” ■
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The Music

By Charles T. Ramirez

“ My

FAVORITE
FORM OF

Prayer Music.
IS

W h e t h e r I ’m p l a y i n g i t o r h e a r i n g i t — i t’s m u s i c .
Marilyn’s intimate relationship with music is unmatched. Playing the piano and the organ for the
parish for several years, Marilyn loves to witness the
grace, joy, and transformative spirit inherent in each
Triduum liturgy. Music, she says, deepens a believer’s
understanding of their faith.

Music as a Teacher

Marilyn says that the Triduum offers parishioners a wonderful opportunity to ask more questions about their faith because the rituals are truly
extra-ordinary from regular Sunday Mass. Music,
she says, can teach people about their faith explicitly
through the lyrics, only if they really listen.
“Music puts an emphasis on the scripture we have
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”

just heard and what we are doing in the
liturgy,” says Marilyn. “When people really listen to and think about the words
they are singing, it really helps to deepen
their understanding.”
Marilyn says that music complements
rituals, infusing the liturgy with vibrant
meaning.
“Each song particularly fits what’s going on in the community,” says Marilyn.
“Like during the presentation of the oils
on Holy Thursday, the words explain
what the oil is and what it means. Then a
member of our community presents each
oil for blessing. It’s beautiful.”
The liturgies incorporate numerous
symbols of our faith, Marilyn says, some
that are familiar to us and some that are
more foreign.
“So many little things go unnoticed
by a lot of people,” Marilyn says, “but
if you know the symbolism and know
why we do what we do, it makes it more
meaningful.”

Above: Marilyn plays the piano at the 2014 Christmas Concert.
Left: Marilyn contemplates the power of music.
Photos by Charles T. Ramirez

Shine Your Light
Our Handbell Choir Rings Faith
By Charles T. Ramirez

t he eHHool yl yTrTri di duuuumm
coof ft h
Empowered by Meaning

Playing the song of dismissal for the
RCIA candidates throughout the year on
Sundays gives Marilyn an intimate connection with those particular individuals
on their journey to baptism at the Easter
Vigil. Marilyn admits that she becomes
emotional each year at the Holy Thursday Mass during the dismissal of the
RCIA candidates.
“It’s the last time we play the song of
dismissal for the candidates,” Marilyn
explains, “and it’s that sense of ‘We send
you away just this one last time, but it’s
almost time for you to join us at the table.’”
Marilyn knows how music empowers
people to show Christ to the world after
receiving him in sacrament.
“The music talks about what we are
called to do as the Body of Christ,” says
Marilyn, “we are receiving the Body of
Christ, but now we need to be that Body
in the world, we’ve got to go out, we’ve
got to do something more than just receive.” ■

HAVE YOU EVER experienced
our St. Francis of Assisi Handbell
Choir? Phenomenal best describes
them! Our auditioned handbell ensemble rings
literature of all levels, gracing the
congregation at
various Masses,
concerts, and
prayer services
approximately
once per month
between September and June.
Pa r i s h i o n e r
Steve August was
invited to audition for
the handbell choir at its
formation two years ago.
“I said yes,” Steve says, “because
it was not only an opportunity to
get back to playing music but to be
a part of our celebration through
music.”
At St. Francis of Assisi, our parishioners possess an array of musical talent, oftentimes hidden away
like a light under a bushel. Our mission as a community stands to help
each other channel our talents into
parish life participation. Steve realized that he could share his musical
ability through our choir ministry.
“Although I do play the piano,”

says Steve, “learning to play handbells was a challenging opportunity
because it was something quite new.
But I love it because it’s a
chance to express my
faith through our
community worship.”
Steve
not
only expresses his faith
through his
musical talent,
but also serves
the parish as the
president of the
Men’s Club, a volunteer with Mobile
Loaves and Fishes, and
serves as a Mass Coordinator.
Don’t miss our outstanding
handbell choir perform during the
Easter Season. Our Handbell Choir
rehearses every Wednesday evening
at 7:00 pm. If you want to join this
ensemble, please contact our Director of Music, Don Bernhard, in the
parish office. ■

Listen Online!
Want to hear the handbell
choir? Visit www.sfasat.
com/musicministry.

Above: Steve (pictured in red) rings bells with Carlos De La Garza at the 2014 Christmas Concert.
Below: Handbells and music set out on a table.
Photos by Charles T. Ramirez.

Wa t ch O n l i ne!
Watch Marilyn Murphy lead
the choir online. Visit www.
sfasat.com/musicministry.
Spr ing 2015
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Fo u n ta i n
By Charles T. Ramirez

St. Francis of Assisi boasts a beautiful,
unique baptismal font, arguably incomparable in the Archdiocese of San Antonio. But from where did the design come
and what is its significance? Though the
font design reflects those used in early
Christianity, it includes modern construction aspects rich in symbolic meaning.
The font matches the octagonal shape
of our sanctuary, symbolically used as
a reminder of eternity. Because time is
measured by a seven-day week, the eighth
day metaphorically represents eternity.
The octagonal font reminds Christians
that, by their baptism, they are called to
eternal life with Christ.
A basin constructed on top of the font
distributes flowing water through two
channels on either side into the large octagonal font below. This flowing water
symbolizes Christ who said “The water
that I give will be the wellspring of eternal life” (John 4:14).
Additionally, the baptismal font includes two sets of steps under the water.
The first set of steps descends into the
water as a reminder of the fall of humans
to sin and death. The second set of steps
ascends out of the water, representing the
eternal life of Christ who make all things
new. When the baptized walk out of the
water, they will have passed through the
baptismal font from one side to the other, symbolic of the passage from death
into new life. ■
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Photo by Oscar McAnally

#TBT @sfasat
Th row b a c k Thu r sd a y a t St. Fra ncis
By Charles T. Ramirez

TWITTER HAS transformed the
traditional telephone pound sign (#)
into a digital phenomenon used to tag
or classify certain words or phrases into a
particular category. The #TBT stands for
“Throwback Thursday,” a creative alliteration used to classify photos from the
past, uploading photos to social media
10
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weekly on Thursdays. “Throwback” refers to vintage professional sport jerseys
that now hold a special place in history.
Check out these #TBT photos from our
parish history archives.
Were you a parishioner when we celebrated Mass in what is now Henke Hall?
Many parish traditions that started then
still exist today. For example, before Mass
begins, we introduce ourselves by name
to those near us. We celebrate baptisms
publicly during Mass, allowing the entire

The Holy Triduum
at St. Francis of Assisi

Join U

s!

Holy Thursday | April 2 | 7:00 pm

Holy Saturday | April 4 | 8:30 pm

Good Friday | April 3 | 3:00 pm & 7:00 pm

Easter Sunday | April 5 | 8:30 am & 11:15 am

Our Mass of the Last Supper at 7:00 pm commemorates the
institution of the Eucharist and Christ’s commandment to love
one another. Families in attendance will have the opportunity
to wash the feet of others during a celebrated parish tradition.
On Good Friday, our Life Teen students will perform the
Living Stations of the Cross in our courtyard at 3:00 pm. Then,
at our Good Friday liturgy at 7:00 pm, families will be able to
venerate the cross in community.

community to witness and welcome our
newest brothers and sisters into the faith.
And we commission members to go
forth in their evangelization by extending our hands over them in blessing as
a community of faith. All of our #TBT
photos and memories are particularly
meaningful as we celebrate our 35th Anniversary this year. Do you have any old
photos of parish life you want to share?
Contact me in the parish office or email
cramirez@sfasat.org. ■

At the 8:30 pm Easter Vigil, we commemorate the night
that Christ destroyed death forever. We hear the entire story
of salvation history in scripture and we welcome our newest
brothers and sisters into full communion with the Church.
On Easter Sunday, we celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus
Christ. We will celebrate two Masses simultaneously in the
church and in Henke Hall at 8:30 am and at 11:15 am. Please
arrive early to prepare yourself for Mass and to insure parking.

#TBT

See more photos and news
on our Twitter @sfasat
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Mass Celebrations

Reconciliation

Sat 5:00 pm
Sun 8:30 am | 11:15 am | 5:00 pm
Mon, Tue, & Thur | 8:30 am
Wed | 6:00 pm
Fri | 6:30 am

Saturday | 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm

Liturgy of the Word
& Communion Service
Monday - Thursday | 6:30 am

SAN ANTONIO, TX
PERMIT NO. 775

Save the Date
April

2 | Holy Thursday
3 | Good Friday
4 | Easter Vigil
5 | Easter Sunday
9 | New Testament Bible Study begins
11 | Women’s Council Style Show
12 | Social Sunday
18 | Men’s Club Golf Tournament
26 | Pancake Breakfast Sunday
30 | Women’s ACTS Retreat begins

May

3 | Women’s ACTS Retreat returns
9 | Casino Night
10 | Social Sunday
31 | Family Ice Cream Social

June

Photo: Those to be baptized watch the fire outside during
the Easter Vigil fire & light ritual. Photo by Charles Ramirez.

7 | Confirmation Mass
14 | Social Sunday
15 | Vacation Bible School Begins
19 | Vacation Bible School Ends
20 | Family Night at the Missions
25 | Men’s ACTS Retreat begins
26 | Family Karoake Night
28 | Men’s ACTS Retreat returns

